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The development of the standarte Kurt Fggera Into an instrument 
for payohologloal ear fa re within tha Carmen Armed Forces raaohad 
a vary daolalva phase in 1944 • After thla regiment had attained 
oonslderable reaulta at the eastern battle front.lt waa than 



oherged with more problems for tha western and southern battle 
fronta.wbloh It had to fulfill by means of Its own teohnloal 
and personnel reserves .At the beginning of the year 1944 It had 
attained acknowledged authority with regard to- similar set-ups 
of the German Army end the polltloal offloea of the ministry, of 
Propaganda and tha Foreign Office, later on, this authority was 
also d-’oonatpitad In the organisational aet-up. 

The further development of the war caused a greet out in 
teohnloal assets m tha olvlllan aaotor.auoh as oommunloatlona 
and olvlllan transmission stations. The polltloal dootrin bed 
obviously raaohad a stage of uttar stagnation, as bandied by the 
party authorities .All thla made It imperative for the Regiment 
to beoome es Independent as possible with regard to its means, 
its political tandenolee , end above ell, Its personnel reserves. 

Up % till that time QtM/WPB had been formally responsible to 
t:.e Carmen High Command for everything pertaining to payohologloal 
warfare and Army propaganda. But the eltantlon called for a 
compromise, In order to cope with raalitles.lt became more and morn 
Important that the Standarte Kurt Sggnrs set Itealf apart, 
according to Its aotual importance and growth, and beoaaa also 
Independent from an organisational point of vlsw.Al though the 



Commanding Officer of tha Standcrte retained his oomplata personal 
independence even though the OCT still bad a oerteln right of 
supervision, tha Deputy Commanding Offloer of tha Standarte Kart 
Xggere wee assigned as.' Chief of 7 Division OEt/WPB. This group 



was charged mainly with problems of payohologloel warfare. As of 
Fall 1944 the Standarte Kurt Aggers also had at Its disposal 
with tha exception of a raw formal limitations .practically all 
experts of the QO/ 1 PR-V end all technical aide for tha aooomliah- 
mant of lta work. From now on,a large number of ewalODKents In ~ 
charge of payohologloal warfare within the armies and arwy-groupm 
wars filled by officers and personnel of the Standarte. This 
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development la of great Importance In Monti*# oaaa aa of winter 
44/45. Many details otherwise lnexpliolble, become comprehensible 
If on* la acquainted with tbaa* underlying baalo faota. 

The ever growing aoope of responsibility of tbe Standerte 
Kurt Bggwra oould naturally not be ooped with by the usual naans 
that were normally at the disposal of a regiment. The outward 
organisational rorm of a regiment, 0 * a military unit, was merely 
a dlsolpllnery and military eld for the whole speolal set-up. 
Superior military authorities were aoouatomed to give their help 
a a far as possible In ell suoh oases as oalled for speolal funde 
teobnloal equipment or very special personnel matters that were 
quite out of tbe normal, and this aid would be given as adequately 
and qulokly as possible. 

In Important fact that explains tha afflolenoy and the results 
later attained by tho Standarte, Is that It developed out of a 
unit that waa set up mainly and lonly for war-rporting anda of 
tha Waffen-SS in the beginning of 1940. After tbe Vaffen-SS had 
aollaeted a large number of volunteers of all Suropeen countries 
In its divisions and armies It had thus oraatsd a fund of 
intellectual experts of foreign nationality, officers and enlisted 
men, In thtttlta reporter units. All In all, approx 20 nations 
ware represented amongst tbe personnel of this unit. And from this 
reservoir of experts, the Standarte was later able to draw Its 
non-Oerman experts that were so Important for psyohologloal war- 
rare. Compared to tbe yorelgn-Ofrioe l tba had to fell baofc onpayed 
employees of foreign netlonc for their expwt work,tb* Standarte 
got much better reeulte by assigning offioers end enlisted men of 
•foreign nationality, who wars eobued with the same rights and 
duties aa the German msmbers of the unit. Ho other military or 
political authority oould command the services of suoh a number 
of volunteers of foreign nstlonallty.wearlng Carman uniform, and 
voluntarily submitting to German military dlsolplln.Xn suoh a 
oaes all difficulties, as would be lnourred with civilians, were 
automatically dons away wlth.At tha asms time this method ,whi oh 
covered both military and political matters, facilitated the prac- 
tical eolutlon of all assigned jobs. Psychological warfare 
to depend on tha personal Initiative .ability, and fund of knowledge! 
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of the individual menbaas.Ths mutunl platform of a .common uniform, 
of a oomnson Ideology and oomredohlp oraatad a situation In which 
the working methods automatically oorrsatad themaelvea In tha 
oourae of prograss on tha grounds of voluntary and valuable co- 
operation amongst the officers and tha man themselves. 

Monti's ossa, as It appears to tha outside observer, was. not 
exceptional for tha 3 tendarte, and, there fore attraoted no special 
attention. According to my reoollactlon there ware representatives 
of about 15 European nations amongst the of floors of the standarts 
toward tha and of 1944. 

Naturally quite a number of conditions had to he adhered to, 
to induct s former officer of an enemy or neutral nation Into 
tha regiment. Conditions w'lloh had slwaya been fulfilled In the 
large number of almller oaeea.The basic condition w^s a common 
and inbred proffering of the pan-Buropean Idee on a basis of vo- 
luntary equlvalenoy aaen thru Carman eyaa and from^rman point 
n of Yies. Later on a deolalve antl-Bolahewist tendency wsa expected, 

atill allowing of indivlduel opinion on political details. In any 
and every case a new member of the Stendarte was expeotsd to soospt 
without questioning, the possibility that he might be requested 
to fight against Bolsbswlam,evan to the length of using a weapon 
in aotuel oombat.In all cases, former of fibers of foreign armies 
were eealgned,et least, with their lest rank. I cannot reoolleot 
any exception to this rule.Inductment Into the Of floe re Corps 
of the Stendarte automatically meant booming an officer In the 
We f fen-66, and thus a member of the Cerman Wehnnacht j the Weffen-SS' 
basing unconditionally subject In war time In military matters 
to the Oerasn High Command. The Individual, thus subslttad willingly 
and voluntarily , to all duties and lava pertaining to a Cerman 
off leer .Thus lsduotsd,the Individual waa at the aamc time 
Installed in all rights of a German offloer and was in a position 
If he so wanted, to become a German olt Iren. Foreign officers of 
this type, who were member* of my Regiment, ware never assigned to 
aid In undermining the morale of the armies of their (former) 
ooontrlse.They served mainly to oorreot and If possible guide tha . 
0 * rm a n attempts to approach their own nations by all. 
technical and psychological means. Boat especially they served 
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to make intelligible to thalr own people Oerouny's war against 
Bolshevism and to interpret the German and European point of view. 
They were alao of great importance in countering all enemy attempts 
with regard to payonologloal warfare. They were expected to draw 
upon tnair funda of knowledga to evaluate the* aituation of thalr 
peoplea and military foroes,ln order to Judge and alft the methoda 
which would appeal to the enemy and hla countrymen. Their ability 
wae eat lasted when tested as speakers, commentators, Journalist a 
or even when aat In oommand over a special unit before their 
final assignment. 

Monti oould in no way be unaware of theae faota that are 
only touohed on in the above .Although ha apoka not a word of 
Oeraan.and waa not In a position to follow a oonvaraatlon In 
Oaraan,bla continuous oontaot with Capt*Duvalre end Lt Tree man 
allowed him to benefit from their great experlenoe and large 
fund of Information, whloh enabled them in turn to answer hla 
questions. Besides that, he was often enough In the Offloer'a Seas 
of the Stendarte,and bed the possibility to meet offloere of 
foreign nations and Znglleb-apeeklng Gorman of fleers, so that he 
was well able to Inform himself on the duties and activities of 
the Regiment at ell fronts. 

The above outlined details end 'epeolal conditions of the 
Standarte show that there wae the possibility of a continuous 
threat or eaplonaga from within the own ranks, on aooount of tha 
atruoture of the unit .This potential danger wee particularly 
threatening because the Regimental Headquarters at Berlin ware 
tbs recipient of current situation-reports from all battle fronts, 
and matarial of the most oonfldentnl nature.! spy would have 
found relatively easy acceea to oodes,deoodlng eyataaa.ee coding 
systems, documents and mops, that would have been of the utmost 
laporte.no s to the enemy. With the exoeptlon of the normal security 
measures, no special measure^ were ever taken at the Standarte. It 
would have been inconsistent with the standards of the unit to 
espeolally. supervise an officer of tha Standarte who had been 
Installed not only with all duties but also with all right* of ' 
a Oeromn offloer.These Britiah,Trenob,Itelian, Scandinavian end 
Swiss of floers did not so muoh as wear distinguishing Insignia 
if they did not happen to be assigned temporarily to soma ’ 
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> • Special unit. 

Tor these reasons alone, It will be understood that It was 
at any and all tinea quits Impossible that any representative of 
a foreign nation joined the Standarte under the slightest pressure. 
Induo t sent and enrollnent took place only by the speoiflo outapokan 
request of the Individual In queatlon.All pertinent supervising 
^security) authorities would have already okayed the reoonnand- 
at ion add eventfib Beg latent would have to be absolutely of the 
opinion that the applicant's personality would assuredly vouch 
for his reliability and aultablity.Suoh suppositions lndlaputeably 
fulfilled, treatment of the nan would, later on, In no way differ 
from that of a regular German offloer.Ttaa backing of the Regiment 
guaranteed that no one outside of the regiment, no military, 
political or polloe authority ,d ora doubt the personal integrity 
of the Individual In his oapaolty of regular offloer.RCO or 
enlisted man of the Vaffen-SS. 

This procedure was always painstakingly followed, and up till 
tha end of the wer,X have never experl enoed that one of the 
voluntary offloera of foreign origin of the Standarte worked as 
a spy for any oountry at war with Germany. I oannot svaa recollect 
that such a suspicion was ever voloed. 

I myself never sae Kontl as far as I can remember. 1 was 
, informed about the altuatlon.end hia parson vwbelly thru my 

deputy Krlegbeua.But 1 am In a position, In the oourseof long 
conversations with former members of my regiment who are Important 
witnesses In this ossa, and from my knowledge of tha situation, 
and other parsons Involved, to have an adequate oonoeptlon of the 
, case "Kontl", so that to the best of my knowledge ,9 come to the 

following conclusions: 

Krlegbeum visited me In bospltel probably towards the and 
i . of Deoeaber 1944, possibly during the first days of January 1945 

to report on current ooourrenoea within the Standarte. During 
tha period of my lllnaaB he was vested with fall authority as a 
/ Commanding Off loar of the Regiment, thus baaing in a position to 

| deolde on all assignments within the standarte In Germany and' 

V ; - • . In .foreign countries, On thle oooaslon, while wa wars talking : 

j.'-V. about' personnel' difficulties .Krlegbeum mentioned ' that^anv^rlwn^ 

jh; : offloer had Just been offered the Regiment' for 00 -operatlon. 




la far aa auoh often did not pertain to volunteers who war* 
already earring in the Raffen-SS.thsy ueually oane from the 
liaison offloea of the foreign Off loe. Therefore I had no reaaon 
to oheok on the details of this offar.lt that tlaa no names ware 
mentioned, and it la even probable that the name as yat did not 
naan a thing to Krlegbnua. 

1 remember asking Kriegbsun about the personal and political 
aapaota and arguments of this laerloan who wanted to work for ua, 
for only a aatlafstory answer would have assured aa that ha would 
be useful In a military sense and that only under auoh olrouoatan- 
oes would ha be able to be eeslallated by tha oomnlssloned paw 
personnel of ay Regiment. I remember that Zrlegbeua outlined tha 
i following ploture: That this laerloan had deliberately landed 

bis plana behind the German- lines, and that after landing there 
!, tha laerloan had given tbs following reason for his behaviour: 

' That bis father had suffered a savers flnanolal > oollapee during 
j, the Sew Seal and that ho had no reaaon Whatsoever to love loose- 

•; t volt *s. system. Besides that, he hsd the Intention of elding Oerwmny 

in its fight against Bolsabealsa. During ay oonvarsatlon with 
:4 KriegheuLB I stressed the fnet that auoh en argument appeared .very 

ij lnsuff loient ,snd that froa all my own experience I did not Think 

.) it adviseable to aooept and lnduot an offioer of foreign nationality 

■1 Into ay Regiment culy on the strength of such arguments. 
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Krlegbaun, who know my point of rlaw from many similar mhi, ud who 
has always tlnji proved a moat lcpal of floor and subaltern to w, oountorwd 

M S 

that tha oglnont would In all probability ba In dlra wad of Aw r loan enperta 
at fsqdquartera , and ovwn noro ao at auoh tmita that war* working war tha 
Ainrioon front linos# • touobad on radio work# tha editing and oorreoting 
of paaphlata and nswspapora#and atroaaad tha naeosslty of baring a oonpatont 
pernou who might have had quit* rooant oontaot with tha psywbologloal sltoatlo 
amongst tho American Arrsd foroaa# ®#ald#a that# *rlegbaum n ef tha opinion 
that It would ba awry aultmbla to have an Amarolan of floor in tha uniform ef 
tho Regiment who would haw tha aaoaaaary authority to auporrlio auoh Awrloan 
bolpera aa wwrw already working for tk us, 

I raqnaatod that ^rlsgbaum look Into this matter# Should ba ba of tha 
opinion that batter argonaut# proaanted thewelvwe# ba would bo completely 
at llbarty to induet and twploy this Awrloan pilot aooordlng to tha beat of 
hi a Judgement# 

Thla whole question# whioh under tha above deaorlbed eiroumstanoea wan 

not at all out of tha usual# bsoause it aaa only one of wny auoh ooodrronaoa# 

a 

did net carry Bieh wwlgth# that rlegbaum would bavw had to contact w again o 
on tha subject* After tearing tha hospital# I was ohargsd with extremely Impor 
taota matter a in view of tha Tory difficult political and military attention* 
Tha moat Important of whlah waa at that tlw the aituatiea at tha oaatern 
battle front and tha question of Klasaow'a Russian army# 

I waa In hospital till tha end of r ebrasu-y IMS after whioh I was ordered 
to taka a recuperative furlough in Italy, After returning at tha and of Ifcreh 
I loft *.rlln on IS or U April 1946, complying to speolal orders and trahafw 
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furring ay Headquarters by an ana of a •pool*! train to the southern battle 
ana. AH this asplalns why I did sot oeoupy myself again with Monti. although 
ha was repoadodly In ay regimental aroa In Berlin. I think it quit* po.alble 
that I night haws oat him then, hut ha would hare been a stranger amongst 
other strangers to me.- 

Aoeordtng to ay insight into the situation at that tins, 1 think that 
Monti's contact with y * Haginsnt sen hs broken down into the following phases' 

i 

Monti probably net Buohhols first through ehsnnsls of the ®»r*n foreign 

Office and the *eiah*ruadfunkgesellsohaft (state ladio ^operation). Bushhola 

was not only Chief of the *adlo Oreup at th* gtaadarts. hut also at the sane t 

tins, charged with the rwsponslblity for all Isdlo questions at Of W/fl% T, by 

orders of ^rieghaum. who was actually In charge of that section too. and who h 

had deputised Buohhols to Usilt all natters gf that touched an psychologist 

warfare within the sphere of that Radio set-up. Buahhol* wa'e well inforwed 

on the general *!*■■« ' — dsrslopmcnt. and knew how iaportant It was for the 

Standarte to ha] hdle. as early as possible, all suoh natters as would af a 

neoeselty soonir or later fall Into the scope of the Stendarte'e duties. 

Fro a all. these oonrwrglng Issues. Buohhols had reason to hcpo for Monti's 

ladnstannt into the Rsglannt^W probably not only looked upon Monti as 

future radio speaker and oosnentater. but east certainly also as sa effioor. 
to 

Aoeerdlag/tbe excellent results the Standarte had ashiseed with of fleers 
of foreign nationality. Buohhols certainly expected Monti to be sons an 
offsotls* superior affioer to tbs already present American experts who sere 
working on one or the other spools! projects of the d tender te. It ou ha 
further essus d lost Capt Duvatr*. who was also a wsaber of the B tenders t, 
and who was working with Monti end Buohhols most oortalnly used his influence 
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DuTslre was U s position to know from hii own sxpe rtsnoe how woh both sides 
would profit froa n olser out decision on Monti's batoning » regular ntobar 
of tho Btoadortoo 

Thn opening now In tho lotor oho In of oT*nto wist Here boon aade by 
Buofcholt toward tho ond of IMi or tho beginning of 1MB whon ho noroly lnforat^ 
od *rlogbaun of Kontl'o exit It* nee, and touohod on tho poselblllty of uolng 
**ontl at tho Standartse Tboroforo whon *rl*gbaua flrot lnforaod ao on the oub 
joot drulag hlo wlalt to tho hoopltal It woo oeoas wily In a wry vague 
auuor, o aaroljr ipoko of an Ajnrloan pilot who '"flown error voluntarily, 

iftwr buohholt end DuTslrv Had both dooldod that Monti had a oartaln 
ability for Kadlo work , Buohholi bogan t* urgo Krlogbaua to aooopt hontl Into 
tho ^iglnontf potolbly touohlng on poroanal noodo at a flrot arguoent* 

Thereupon Krlegbntm charged Wlcklanyr with tho roopoaalblllty for Kontl'a 
welfare, oueh aa questions of food and quarter*, ato# It aao not oven with- 
out a oartaln » noant of loglo that w lokl»yr waa ahargod with thlo wtt*r 
booauaa ^al though ho oaa tho nrthitary oonoor, ha had a toady handled auoh 
witters with good results, Tho eoooluslve lnduooatat oaaa with tho fnrtbar 
dsvwlopaent of owonto at *erlln. Tho Importance of tho (tandarbo waa growing 
steadily, and be cane wary evident In February and *aroh 1MB, whloh develop— 
not ohladnatad In April with tho demanding u f fleer of tho ^aglontn being 
assigned as Chief of tho ropaga ada Tro opo of tho emu ■khmaoht j thus, 
if only ra troops otlvoly, underlining outwardly tho aotual eTOlutioo that had 
taken plans e this situation ^aro Buohhols the oe senary arguaenta to oon- 
Tlnoo Krolgbaua that a ana like Monti should not only bo protested by the 
Btondarte, but should actually he lnduoted Into tho Rnglasntsfcll this natural 
ly subject to the ooaditloa that It wao Monti s own desire, Bcnti's continuous 




contact with DuTalre ruled eat the possibility of my mleoonoeptlone . 

1 ta iun that toward the tad of M*roh Erlegbaum suit have olntaoted 
the Chief of the ftreoonle Office of the both verbally end la writ! 

ting, end requested **ontl'e Lnduotment Into the Btandarte. ^rlegbeum, la hie 
capacity *e 1.1 el eon Or floor to the 88 Sigh Comnand, would have found It enay 
to ooataet the proper aqthorltlee without loae of time for aueh ea lnduotment* 
end, to obtain, at least, the verbal' ooaeeat Quietly* Erlegbaum had already hed 
experience la alallar oeeee, and wae la a potltioa toohtaln qulok daola lone 
aa he wee frequently at fa row, th» emergency location of the authorltlee la 
qneitlon. It wae taken for granted that the written ooaeeat would take longer 
to procure* *rie gbeum, la hie eapeelty aa ttepaty c tuna Tiding Officer waa 
•xoeptloaally oorreet**ev*rtheless ha did oat need to have the alighted eopu 
puaetloa la aaoeptlag the reepoaalhlllty for doing away with rod tape, and lea 
aing Monti a proper eoldbuah, even though theooneent of the High Command had, 
aa yet, rot arrived La wri ting, hut bad been promised* I an cure that *rlng- 
baua not only knew that he had the power aa ®*puty ^ee— aiding u ffloer to out 
eush ordera, I aa aura that he felt the moral and objective obligation to 
do eo. Only after having collated all preliminary atepa, wa* ^rlegbaum la a 
poeotlon to easily with Monti 'e repeated re qua ate aa to the laeue of aa 
uniform and olothing* 

. Megulatloaa stipulating that payment* aould only be made Cftar all 
Indus taent fonmilltlee had been eoapllnd with, did not pertain to the 
Bteadarte* The Heglmeot had a ape si el fund from whlob It aould make advanee pa 
payments In any epeolal ooee* 

At that time the enforoed aheelce oa the population and the continuous 
search for deedrtera la *erlin =mde It iiyerativw that Monti be furnished 
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aoldbuoh for bli parsonal «af*ty,ar»n thoujh tha wrlttan oonsaat «f tha 
SS H,(h CoMDd bad a* ywt sot arrlTad.HAd not auoh a aoaaant baa a already 
(Ivan to rbai ly ,Ir U jbau* would »nr Kara laauad a I oldbuoh nor would 
h> hara baa a la a poaltlan to bara off lolally raquaatad tha pa rail a Ian 
for tha 38 Clothing 8tor* to off lalally laaua Monti any ltaaa of uniform, 

y 

Without tha off lolal authority of auoh an uniform ra qua at, for laataaoa, 

! 

It would not bara baa a poailbla to prooura on offloar’s bait for Monti, 
u mi actually purohaaad for bin.Suoh balta,to whloh part 1 aul ar 
aipiiflanoa waa attaohad In tha Waffa n-SS f wt ra oanr to ba bad without 
propar authority In any a term a. 

It la qulta poaaibla that Kritibaum advisad Bxrtl not to waar tha 
uniform until tl^aWrJrimatiou Of tha rarbal oonaant should hara arrlawd. 

In tha slddla of April Erlafbaum raoalnd ordora from ma to tha affaot 
that ha waa to foil apaolflad daolslona as to tha furthar ariifmant of all 
paraonnal of tha Standarba that wars a till in 3« rlin. Tha rw fora, whan lssulnc 
a tranl order for Uostl'a loawlnc Darlin,ha waa foroad to althar apaolfi^/ 
ally ordar.or to alloa.llonti to dec tha uniform of tha ha liman t.Thi* wao 
tha only way to anaurw that, in oombioation with a propar soldbuoh,Xoatl was 
able to oarry out said ordar. 

Although at that that, tima regulations wars axtrawaly aarara ,with 
rajard to cutting traral ordars for an azlt out of Nrlln,thia would haw 
in no My hamparad trla ^baua,booauaa ba had ah his disposal a 'water of 
prsalgnsd traral ordora with ny algnatura.I waa ( undar all oloumatanoss, 
antltlad to out and sign auoh ordars, 

I hart no doubt,that whan Hootl rajolnad tha Awrloan formas naa r 
lii Ian, Italy, toward tha and of April lMS.ha waa an ordars,altter to 
prooado to "Ontnroobwon fiuadstarn" or Its dapandant tranamissloa » tat l on 
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•Tiotorla*,both la Morttiern Italy ud both and# r iha oosaead of) Un 
S tand arte Kurt KggerSeThis But appear to bo oorroot from & logioel 

point of vlew,beoauee,ln tho aiddls of April lM6,Buedot«rn,e» the 

r 

situation ooon fron Borlln lod to tho only unit loft, that 

oould bo in mod of, and uio,ia*rlaan por*onnol,Booldoo that,this unit 
had to expeot,aooordlng to thoa anticipated d*velopwsnts,to bo oallod 
upon for apoolal too to, which would urgently noooooltata tho help of 
Anerioan export*. 

Lastly, the period fron the Biddle of April lM5,that lo data of 
Monti >i departure from Bowlin, till toward tho end of April IMS 
oorroopondo to tho aaurnnt of tlm then actually moessary to o error that 
dlstaaoe under the pro rolling elreuaetanoea, 

I an of tho definite opinion that Monti wae oo^lately telco n 
by ■urprloo whan ha oroaoed tho Bronnor Paaa and oteod faoo to faoa 
with a altuatlon oo aboolutoly different fron what ho had learned to . 
expeat at Berlin, Thl» oltuatlon suet hare induced hin to try and tare 
hie nook by dooertlnc^lioaond tint .the ohaoo of those dayw oortainly 
(in him ovary opportunity to do oo. 

'J 1 

Had ha actually had tho intention to fight the Bolehewllu with 
a weapon in hla hand, ho oould not hare found a batter opportunity than 
with the Standarte Kurt Fggers. Shortly before Monti loft Borlln a front 
lino unit had boon aot up,oonetating of won fron all aeotlona including 
foreign personnel, that wae then lent to the Oder River battle front and 
wae thrown into the final struggle against the Russians, 



